City of Midland
Parks and Recreation Master Plan
2021 -2025

City of Midland Parks & &reation Master Plan 2022025 1 Page |




City of Midland

Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2022025

City Council 2021

Maureen Donker, Mayor Marty Wazbinski, Mayor Pro Tem
Steve Arnosky Diane Brown Wilhelm
Pam Hall

Parks and Recreation Commission 2021

Nancy Carney Neil Rankin
Patty Carlson David Rice
Marcia Steidemann Ares Varela
Gary Billotti Matthew Lemon
Staff

Karen Murphy, Director of Public Services

Prepared with assistance from:

PM Blough, Inc., PO Box 102, Grand Haven, Ml 49417
Telephone: 616402-2398

iy

Midlan

City of Midland Parks & &reation Master Plan 2022025 2 Page |




Table of Contents

Lo INETOAUCTION. ... e Pagé
. CommuNityDeSCIPLION......cccvieiiiicieie e ereeemr e Pageé
[l. Administrative StrUCTUIE.....cccccoviiee e eeeiic e Pagel0
V. Recreation INVENTOIY.........oooiiiii e Pagel5
V. Goals and ODJECLIVES ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiieee e s s e Page42
LY/ PR ANox 1o I = o To | - o PPN Paged47

VII.  Summary of thé’lanningand Public InpuProcessand
Final PlanAdoption............oooiiiiiice e Pages0

Appendi ceséééeééeéeéeéecécécée&edd Pageh7

Appendix AT Plan Adoption Documentation
Appendix Bi 2020City of Midland Park Survey

City of Midland Parks & &reation Master Plan 2022025 3 Page |




. Introduction

About the City of Midland Parks &
Recreation Master Plan

The City of Midland has developed this Parks & Recreation Master Plan to
serve as a guideline to improve recreation facilities and develop new
recreationbopportunities. Tis document forms ¢hbasis to guide policy for
implementation of improvements and new initiatives that will meet the
recreational goals and interests of the Midland community.

This plan replaces the prceationdMaser A Ci ty ol
Plan 20152019 o0  pl@nhsi agevision of the previous plan that was

completed with the assistanceR¥Blough Inc., and includes both original

information and new information as approprialéis plan was guided by the

City of Midland Parks and Recreation Commissiarth input from the Parks

supervisory staff team and the assistance of consulta&l®dgh, Inc. of

Grand Haven, Michigan

Before any recreation plan is adopted and enacted, isisrfiportant to

understand the needs of the residentsat recreational gortunities already

exist, and what sort of projects are relevant for residents based @bgityg,
population, densitgnd the availability of recreational opportunities in
neighboring communities. This plan has carefully considered input and
suggestins via active communication froanea residents, city officialnd

other community stakeholders. This input is a critical component to this plan,
and, together, the voices of Midland have united to develop a recreation plan to
enhance the quality of &ffor everyone.

The foundation for the development of the Midland Parks & Recreation
Master Plan was based on the following goals:

A Involve the community in the process to develop a¥iear Parks &
Recreation Master Plan,

A Identify and map existing Midhd recreational facilities,

A Build common ground among Midland stakeholders in addressing the
future recreational needs and priorities of the City,

A Enable Midland to be eligible for financial assistance based upon the
Parks & Recreation Master Plan,

A Fadlitate interagency collaboration in establishirecreation goals,
objectivesand actions, and
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A Continue to support and implement improvements for bainée,
Universal Access to City parlend recreation programs

Broadly speaking, Midland officiaistend to use this plan to guide their work

on all future recreational and parks projects within the City. It is also a strategic
document that articulates specific goals to various agencies and organizations
that fund local recreational and parks improeeiprojects. Specifically, this

plan is developed in accordance with the guideline€&nmunity Park,
Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Ptauridished by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resourc&8@NR). A five-year, MDNR-approved
recreation @n is necessary for the City of Midland to purtieNR-

administered grants. This Parks & Recreation Master Plan is written for the
City of Midland, and it covers all aspects of recreation within the community.

Welcome |

c\TY Op .(f % ,,
B g
Midlandi
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II. Community

Description
All about the City of Midland

The City of Midland is the county seat and largasnicipality in Midland

County (®e Figure L Located on the eastern side of the County, Midland is
known as one of the three communities comprising th€iies, alongwvith

Bay City in Bay County and Saginaw in Saginaw County. These cities serve as
the employment and commercial centers for thedunty area, and are also key
communities in the larger Great Lakes Bay Regidhe jurisdiction of this

Parks and Recraah Master Plan is the City of Midland.

Organized in 1887, Midland was settled as a luineaind fur trading

community. In 1890, The Dow Chemical Company was founded in Midland and
the cityhasserves as the world headquarters for this Fortune 500 compaer
since The successes of Herbert Henry Dow and the generodityedow
Chemical Company anits employees have enabled Midt to deelop an
abundance of recreatiahassets that are unmatched withmikr communities

in Michigan. In 2017 TheDow Chemical Company merged with DuPont to
become DowDuPontThis chemical conglomerate subsequently spid three

of the largest chemicabmpaniesn the worldi a specialty products unit called
DuPont, a materials science segmen’
called Dow, Inc.and an agriculture
business called Corteva Agriscience.
Dow, Inc. continues to be
headquartered in MidlandMidlandis ______ ——
also the home of Northwood
Universityd Michigan campusndthe
MidMichigan Medical Center Miclain di Gop ity
Midland, the flagship of the '
MidMichigan Health systenand R )
associateavith the University of
Michigan Health System

Figure 11 The City of Midland is
located in eastern Midland
County with a small portion
located in western Bay County.

Saginaw County
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According to the 2010 U.S. Census, the population of Midland was 41,863.
This makes up a little motban 50% of the population &idland County at
83,629. It shouldbe noed that a small portion of ti&ity of Midland lies within
Bay County. The population of the portionMidland located within Bay
County wasl57according to the 201Gensus

The July 2019J.S. Census estimate of thepulation of Midland was 41,701
showing that the population hdscreased by 0.88 since 20Q. Other general
population characteristics regarding Midiiaawre shown below in Figure 2.

Figure 28 Midland Demographic Data (2010 U.S. Census)

Population 41,863
Median Age 38.3 years
Total Households 17,506
Median Household Income $50,479

-

t 21LJdzE I GA2Y G6AGK ol OKS  42.0%

Midland is approximately 36quare miles in size, making it as large as many
townships in the state of Michigaand the fifth largest city in Michigan in
terms of land are&ee Figure 3 for an aerial view of the City of Midland.
Major traffic carriers include U0 which runs neahe eastern and northern
boundaries of the city. MO carries traffic westward toward Mount Pleasant.

Two major waterways converge in Midland. The Chippewa River flows
easterly from Isabella County into the Tittabawassee River in downtown
Midland. The Tittabawassee River rises in Roscommon County and flows
generally southward through Gladwin, Midland, and Saginaw Counties. It
flows into the Saginaw River. Both rivers provide various sources of
recreation in Midland.

The southeastern portion of tbiy is largely indusrial andis home to

D o w production facilities. Much of the area west of Eastman Avenue and
west of the Tittabawassee River is woodlands, recreation lands, or green
space.
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Figure 3 - Aerial view of the City of Midland

Throughout the remainder of Midland County, there are large tracts of public or
semipublic lands in the County, which are mostly controlled by the Michigan
Depatment of Natural Resources\nother 40,000 acres belongs to the

AuSalle State Forest, also managed byNBNR. Figure 4 shows these

lands, based on mapping data created by the Nature Conservancy and Ducks
Unlimited. The Pine, Chippevand Tittabawassee Rivers are the three major
rivers that flow through Midland CountyJntil May 2020, these waterways
werecomplimented bysanford Lake, which was widened poiron of the
Tittabawassee Rivareated by a series of hydroelectric dar®n May 19,

2020, heavy rainfall led to the failure of the Edenville Dam which subsequently
caused the Sanford Dam to fail, draining Sanford Lake along with Wixom,
Secord and Smallwood Lakes to the north. This catastrophic event has
drastically changed the available recreational water resources in Midland
Countyfor the foreseeable future
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Figure 471 Location of major rivers, lakes, and roadways in Midland County.
The green shaded areas show publicly and privately held conservation and
resource lands. The two bodies of open water in the southern portion of Midland
County near the Tittabawassee River are a brine pond for Dow and a cooling
pond for Midland Cogeneration Venture. This map shows the waterways prior to
the May 2020 flood with Sanford Lake still intact. (Source: The Nature
Conservancy and Ducks Unlimited)
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